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Module 6  THINK GREEN

ACADEMIC WRITING 1

1

IELTS

  In Academic Writing 1, the candidate is asked to write about a graph. The following is a 
preparatory activity to the task. Look at the diagram on p. 43 and complete the sentences.

a. Most of the energy used in 2013 in the U.S.A. ………………………………......……. .

b. ………………………………………….. together make up the 46% of the total energy consumption.

c. The smaller percentage corresponds to ………………………………......……. .

d. Most of the renewable energy comes from ………………………………......……. .

e. There isn’t a big difference between the amount of energy from ………………………………......……. 

  and from ………………………………….……. .

f. The least exploited form of renewable energy is …………………….…….……. .

g. ………………………………. comes immediately after hydropower.

h. …………………………..…………..……. correspond to one fifth of the amount of the energy from 
 renewable sources.

i. ……………………….……. and …………………………….……. together represent 10% of the energy 
 from renewable sources.

j. …………………………... and ……………………….……. together correspond to the same amount of 
 natural gas and coal.

• Spend about 5 minutes reading the graph(s) or chart(s) and preparing your answer. 

• Do not copy the question or from the instructions as they will not be marked. Use your imagination 
and write in your own words what the data is about. 

• When writing about bar and line graphs, pie charts and tables, make sure you understand what the 
axis on the graph(s) or the percentages in the pie chart(s) represent. 

• When describing a chart or diagram, make sure you understand what the important stages of the 
flowchart or diagram are, and that you know what order they all come in. 

• There will usually be too much information for you to describe every detail, so you will need to focus 
on the key information or important trends. 

• Look for ways to compare data.
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Academic Writing Task 1
The diagram above shows the energy consumption in the U.S.A. in 2013, sorted by energy 
source. Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make 
comparison where relevant. You should write at least 150 words, spending about 20 minutes 
on this task.
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U.S. Energy Consumption by Energy Source, 2013

Total = 94.578 Quadrillion Btu

Renewable
Energy

8%

Petroleum
37%

Natural Gas
25%

Coal
21%

Total = 7.744 Quadrillion Btu

Solar 1%
Geothermal 5%
Biomass waste 6%

Wind 9%

Biofuels 20%

Wood 24%

Hydropower 35%

Nuclear
Electric Power

9%


