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Oscar Wilde

Oscar Wilde, born in Dublin, Ireland,
in 1854 is famous as a poet, a writer and
a dramatist'. His mother is a poet and a
journalist and his father is a doctor. He
studies in Ireland and at Oxford University
in England. He travels in Europe and in
1882 he goes to the United States as a
university lecturer’. When he leaves the

US he says: “I have civilised America”.
Oscar Wilde lives in the Victorian Age,

the age of Queen Victoria, who rules®
Great Britain for over sixty years, from 1837 to 1901. Victorians believe
that patriotism, marriage* and going to church are very important;
so those years are difficult for people like Oscar Wilde with unusual
ideas about religion and life.

In 1884 he marries Constance and they have two sons. In 1887
he writes The Canterville Ghost and in 1888 he writes his most famous
children’s story The Happy Prince for his sons.

His most famous works are: The Picture of Dorian Gray (1891),
his only novel; The Importance of Being Earnest (1895), An Ideal
Husband (1895) and A Woman of No Importance (1893).

Unfortunately, Wilde spends two years in prison for immoral
behaviour’. When he leaves prison, he goes to Paris; now he is alone
and penniless®. In 1900 he dies, only forty-six years old.

Oscar Wilde is famous for his aphorisms’. These are some of the
most famous:

— “All art is quite useless®’;
— “Tllusion is the first of all pleasures”;
— “The true mystery of the world is the visible, not the invisible”.

1. dramatist: a person who writes a husband and a wife.
plays. 5. behaviour: the way a person acts.
2. lecturer: a person who teaches at a 6. penniless: without any money.
university or college. 7. aphorism: a short and clever
3. rules: has the power over a country. sentence.

4. marriage: the relationship between 8. useless: not useful.




Canterville Castle
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Link the words to the pictures. Then circle the words that refer
to what you can find in a castle.

ghost
fireplace
church

secret
passage

candles
tree
cloud
stairs
pictures
ship

12 Answer these questions.

a. Do you believe I gNOSESY ...
b. Are you afraid of GhOStSY ...
¢. Does your best friend believe in ghOStS! ...
d. Where do ghoStS [IVEY ...

e. How do you imagine a ghost? Briefly describe it....mmeeene

These are the names of the members of a family. Can you add
some more!

a. mother £
b. sister 8- s
C. son 3 VA
d. aunt I s,




Canterville Castle

Thie story ls-abaut 8 castis,
Canteanville and its
g8

Match the I
words with thel
right numbers.

[] castle
[] clouds
[] bush
[] branch
[] tree
] grass




Lot Carrardlliz, an English
dentisman It T M Citls,
a rich American who wants o
live'in an ol eastle in England.

{ | am Sartarvilla
L, -t ol Ertglish

This= Lord Canterwile, the
aid owner of the castla Now
| have a8 nedsawnen Me Hicor Chls!




The castls continwes and gives
poms frforration about itself,

A naunted sastle s 5

=
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. ! am & haunted place!

v BUT Wi CHils sossn 't
befiove i ghostal

Hil, | am Mr Otis,
the new Artarican
ambaesador in England,
| dor’t thing thers is a
ghost herel

He ls here with his
family amd mow.

v | SFH IR CrodusTag you To-fy
New #hd old mhabitants,
K L]

(==

Helial I am Mrs
Lugretia Dis. | liks thes
pastle very much and | don't
bralieve in ghosts,
aithar!



. Hella, | am
Washington, the
eldast son,

| ke
dancing and
| am a good
dancer

« and this
ia Virginia, my
aister

Hil | am &
years old. | love
horges and | rlde ‘Y,
them vary welil \ WY & boyfend,
i the Luke of
, Chashirel

A, Q} Here we ‘

2
™ arel We are
] the twins, we ane
called the Stars
angd Stripest

W like

playing tricks |
an people
At

o PRANTG
with our
catapults



kr tle and his family are now at-the B
castle s a lovely July svening. AL
the sntrance an old woman |s standing. |55

7 Weloome
o Cantervilis

Dadl Who's %
that lady at tha
gopr? She's real

housekeeper,
Flease, fiollpw

| The Ol famity follows Mrs
Limngy Into The librany.. u
Mrs Otie points 8t & red [N
staln by the firsplacs.

| can't stand
Bland staing

that’s nat possible,
This Bload stain s mora
than D00 yvedrs

Wre Uminey edve that (t e

the Blood ‘of Lady Elsonors R e
Dz Canterville, She was in gl

this castls in 1575

S My husband

e 5 galrg To kil sl

Hara, just by the
fireplacal e
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